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ire nllg. d t have exi-fe- d, it is to be
al-- o noted that the entire hx-n- ) pow.--
was in Kpuldir-a- hands. Thus the
-- upervi- ns f" lb-1- ..t.,ti.., b. ing in t
'lie I, vUI.it inv, lavs,
contracting 1. r f n li. ..nindliu:,' all
public impi-ov- t iu. nis, tin- - ..!,. ..,1m, pill, li,.
buildings, load. I h uM,?, m short,
all locd control, weie alm.'-- t wi l,,,ut
exception t'olilpo-e- d of In Jim-M- , ).w ,,f
whom wire able to read or writ,-- , tid
scarcely on- - of win, in wa aide to com-
pute an ordinary sum in arithmetic. In
soiiie e.ies the of rudili.ei
was le capacity of' the t hairin.iii me-
chanically to figo ui me to a record

ot the cours has been returned with that
! statement?

KAURIS BARKSDAI.E.

YEAH. IX AHVAXT.
- 4 -

v. :rs S;rved lay

50 por year.

T.K'
Mississippi Investigation.

ICrporl of HrntilOM Hay.
i , hikI .lIeIonII.
i December 1, 1875, the Senator()nI

Indiana Mr. Morton submitted
!t!i
:. !;!io'.vig :

Wiii-K- i :s. it is alleged that the late
i m : '.... r,,....,l. ,.r

i;t 01 lii'juitii-- i s 01y.rtn
State officers, mid members of

t: - ! .:t:i! 'f was characterized hy
:1. violence auii intimidation.trail.iEr at

.r.-.-
tii-- ' I -

- I m n me omoi was in
' .m'-ii- t III destroyed, a reign of"

Vrr
"

vHt'" ' ed, billot
1

boxes stuffed,
imposes upon voter?, so

a 1"! alar majority of inure than
I!) Wis iv. ro iii'-- , and in its place
L'iwii an apparent but fraudulent

more than ,' iii 11 1 . ...,.1
',i irii

lri-:i-s t'"' legislature thus chosen
.1 h'v . the cii'. iinii or a realtor to

that State in this body ; and,
if these allegations are true; a

mini ,t i of the citizens 0 the United
E..,,, i,tv li 1 1 their rights, under the

. ... . ... . e .1... it..:..llHtltU'l''' "'III 'IIV.IUI UIC I'll lieu
wickedly vfdabd : Therefore,

That a committee of live
h,' i)) )int-.'- by th j Chair to

tlfM'. the truth of the said alieg.i- -

tj Hi,
1 the ci re 11 1:1 stances attending

fc
I tl vtl'Ml, with power to vi-- it aid

a ,t,i ti ni.il - tiieir investigation , to
i, id f r ami papers, and to use all

ciw.irv process 111 me periormanee or

jj ir litui ; an 1 to make report to t he
before the end of this sesI nito

)j
n of their investigation and findings."

f He supported its adoption by a series
? .1. . 1.. ..e ..,1,;..!. ,.... .1 1

i't'Clies, I'le i.lsi. io i,il.ii i titiiv.-.-j

n'uarv 11, l8ti, the true history and
,iiirati jii of whi;!i will hereafter be

l in CMi-'id- t ring the testimony taken
.,r, the eciiiniittee. 1 lie resolution

.,,t until the L'tn 01 Jinrcn, kiu,
I ;ru an rtiin ii anient was proposed by tlie
J mit'ir from Michigan Mr. Christian-am- l

aeccjited by Mr. Morton, as fol

. .T II. 1 il t .1. -
tWUKKt'AS, 11 is auegen mat me mt;
I .ftimi i:i Mi.s4s-ip- pi (in 1875) for

f Congress and Mate :lheeis,
,1 nieiiiher.s of tlie legislature wjischar- -

teriz-'- hv great tiaii'Is coinmitlel njion
violence exercised toward colored

tizpuji of that State and the white citi-i- h

disused to support their rights at the
etion, a;id especially that the colored
,'rrs, mi account of their race, cdor,
previous cnmiitioii of servitude, were,

r lutiinidation and force, deterred from
itiiijff r comjielled to vote, contrary to

I ww.'h s, tor caii'Uitate.) ana in supporr
4' pm-ti-

t-- whom they were opposed,
111 their right to the free exercise of the
iLrtive franchise, an secured b' the
S 'ti filth anu'ii Iment to tho (Constitution,
1 11s practiculiv denied and violated, and
jiutsu.'h intiinidatioii has been since cou-- j

mud for tli ! pui'pose of hflecting future
I ft lions; and whereas tho people of all
I e United States have an interest in and
fri'ht t.T insist upon the enforcement of
I .is constitutional amendment, and Con- -

having th power to enforce it by
i;ironriiite0lvgis!u':i,U, cannot properly
i 'gleet the duty of providing the necu's-.r- y

legislation" for this purpose There-i- t

lie,
: lls"hr,l, That a committee of five

fiiaturs be appointed by the Chair to
hvestigate the truth of these allegations,

p i to iiKpiire how far these constitutional
t'lts have, in the said election, baa a
Muted hy force, fraud, or intiinidatioii,

l to inquire and report to the Senate,
I Itore the end of the present session,

etlu-- any. and if so, what, further
wiation is necessary to secure to said
ired citizens the tree enjoyment ui

fir constitutional rights ; and that said
lumittoe be emiwwercd to visit said
UU, U send for perons and papers, to
kti testiuiony ou oath, and to use all
feessary prcess for these purposes."
After debate 111 the beuate, the reso.

Itiou was adopted. In the course or
lu debate, the Senator from Massach ti

ts Mr. Koutwell made tho toJlovying
darntiou :

"r veara the spirit of hy- -
fcerW mid misieprcsentation dominated

r the slavedjoldiug section of tins con-

trary. They eoutinuaUy presented
uisolves to the country u J to the

(orl.i as the friends of the Union, sad it
Ma lie from first to last. They were
f enemies if I he Union ; and when
' Union did not aiiver the chief pur- -

fe which they had, and tte only pur-P's- e

they had.' the preservatiou of the
titutiou uf alaverv. thev made war

i tho Union. TUe Senator from
flelaware was the political swppvrfer and
Wud the substantial defender of the

' U made war upon the Union, who
aaDg to Hirf Union lor seventy years
Sli.ier the ial.-eiw- that they were its
firad They were iU enemies all the
K.le. Slavery, the spirit v slavery, is

ever has been tlie enemy oi" the
liiion, and it is so to day. The troubles
itlie 8outh are due U the spirit of sla-et- j.

aud the time has come wimn I am
tor.infes to invseif and with -

uaatic o say here that I do not in iuy
M-'- t be"ite" that any man educated
t"'hrand oUJieut to the influence of
I u very can be the friend of a Union that

iWut-- d to establiU n"d preserve
iialitv. The North will do well to take

Jatid to trut no man who was brought
P under the influence of slavery, eou- -

)!led by its spirit, and dominated by
1 power, aud is not yet estict.

conmuttee. as nnally appoijjtea
.Stir the miwiits of ilessrs.
I 'Utwfll, (chairman.) Cameron of Wis-"in- ,

McMillan, Bayard, and MeDou- -

thus oiujtting in the organization of
J committee the mover or amender of
porigiuul resolution, The first meet- -

f the committee wa held on the
n te Capitol ; and at the gecond

"urd meeting, the clerk of the coia-flU-

Mr. Bartlett. Avas appointed sten- -

br4plier. and Mr. .I.-ini- Kednath. of
f sichusetts. was selected iu his place
Pj"erk, and has continued with iofcalli-P'au- d

ttliciency to fill that position,!
avmg been present at all the sessions of

f,f eoiiiuiittee. On the a resolution
Proffered in the committee by Mr. Bay- -

tbat the ttimonv s'lould be taken
J, pen doors, which was rejected by

e committee, Mr. Bayard and Mr. Mc-rJDal- d

voting iu the affirmative. But a
r11 Portion of the tentimony has as yet

a Printed, nor has any report of the
miaiUfie been made ; but Mr. Redpath,

clerk, having had the fullest oppor-l"u- y

of hearing the testimony of the
finesses and having ba4 charge of all
ittiunicatiotis io the committee, has
i a enabled, in advance ot the Aom-'tte- e

to submit a public report oyer hi
f signature, of which the followins

tract il convey a distinct idea of his
Hpeakintr of the union men of

Sfcuth, or the original whigs, nd the
tg0rU8 part they took in the contest, he
.38)':

'
1

Still they were Union paenj but the
'I k00 e knew was gone forev,:

y
3

- 876.

and the machinery lor choosing juries,
in the hands of the dominnnt party iu
those iun'i'

A. Yes. sir.
il. 1 nerd not a.--k you if all the Uuited

r,.t-- a i.rTiora iu that State were no!
iiii'iutiprJ o f the republican party : that
was so. was it not?

A. Yes, sir.
O. Then the grand juries aud the petit

iuries. and the iudes, and the sheriffs,
and the supervisors, by whom the jurors
urora soWtfil. were all controlled by the

.dominant party in tluwe counties.
A. They were all belonging to the

dominant party.
Of course every official of the Federal

Government, district judges, district at
tomeys, marshals, deputy marshals, sup
ervisors, postmasters, revenue officers,
were all of the same party and necces-saril- y

active adherents. It may be tru-

ly s.tiil that there was no trace whatever
of official power in the State of Mississip-
pi iu the hands of the dlhiocratic party
uutil the 1st day of January, 1876.

Now, let us consider into what a con-

dition, social, moral, and financial, Mis-

sissippi was brought, in the spring of
1875, under the administration which
hM just been described. The popula-
tion of Mississippi, bv the census of 1870,
had a total of 827,922 souls. Of these
382, 89o were white people, 444,201 col-

ored people, and the remainder Indians
and persons not classed. The State was
di video into seventy three counties. The
negro majority was thus about sixty
thousand, but was distributed chiefly in
the rich river counties aud on the richer
cotton-producin- g lands of the State, iu
which they greatly outnumbered the
white population, and in these counties
their large numerical majority was con-
solidated.

The domestic institutions of the State
had been completely revolutionized, and
the relations of the white and black races
had not been permitted to adjust them
selves into that harmony and good feeling
which the interest of both made so es-

sential to happiness and good order.
The whites, as the result of the war
were improverished to a most painful ex-

tent, which must impress itself upon auy
person who visits the State, which pre
sents even to a casual eye unmistakable
evidences of wide spread and lameuable
prostration. This brings with it increas
ed privation to the colored, people who
never had property, anl who depended,
necessarily, upon property-owner- s for
their support. When their employ-
ers ruined the blow fell severely upon the
employed. 1 heirs was a common lot,
and that which struck down and crippled
the one fell also heavily upon the other.

Unfortunately the new and arbitrary
political conditions imposed upon both
races by the will of Congress were dis-

turbed by the presence of a class of un-

scrupulous, needy, and rapacious adven-
turers, who came down to fill tlie politi-
cal offices to which prejudice ngaiust the
Southern whites on the part of those who
held power in the Federal government
and the absolute ignorance and incompe-
tence of the negroes prevented those
whites from being appointed. The re-

sult was, as the testimony everywhere
discloses, that the State and Federal of-

fices to which any considerable emolu-
ment was attached fell into the hands of
white men newly arrived within the bor-

ders of the State, ignorant and unsympa-
thetic of the wishes and feelings of the
white population, aud bent wholly upon
usinir the political material which they
found ready at their bauds in the shape of
masses of ignorant, superstitious, and
suspicious negroes to sustain themselves
in affice and power. Instead of encour-
aging the colored population to relations
of amity and confidence with the whites
who gave them employment and furnish-
ed them means of subsistence., it ha3
been plainly the object and intent of
these political adventurers to increase
the distrust between the races and to en-

courage on the part of the blacks and to
intensify the instinct and feeling of race
opposition. In this by means of low arts
thep have been unhappily too successful,
and the negroes of the State of Mississip-
pi have been banded, together- - in an un-

thinking mass, under the lead and
blind control of a handful of Northern
strangers, with here and there a native
white man.

Throughout the testimony it "13 evident
the white people of Mississippi, in the in-

terests of the entire community, made
every attempt to penetrate this alliance
against them,' anil resorted to every
means of combination aud alliance with
their political opponents to procure even
a tolerable and decent administration of
public affairs. Since 1868 they had
given up their party name and candi-
dates, had voted for Dent, a Republican,
had voted for Alcorn, a Republican, mid
essayed in eyery wny to appease and
mollify the party led by Governor Ames ;

but all in vain. ' They witnessed the se-

lection of men either incompetent or
criminal, or both, for important offices i,n

the State. The)' saw tfttir best men,
most virtuous, "experienced, and able
citijens passed by in contempt. They
saw men notoriously vicious, and justly
proscribed, taken into the confidence and
friendship of Ames and placed in author-
ity. (See the case of W illiarn Gray, ne-
gro brigadier-gener- al, page , and
his character described by a Republican
witness, putnam, p.- -

' Also, 'see Judge
Shackleford, p. j W. ., feruson,
p. Judge 4ohn A- - Wftson, p. .)

Cardos ). the forgiug clerk of tho cir-
cuit court and defrauding State superin-
tendent of publlo instruction ; Daven--
Eort, the negro forger and county clerk ;

Lae, white, aide de-cam- defa'ter
and red handed murd:er or two b"la"cli;

comnn'"--- . r .,,, iu cilf rirf ,j
Yazoo county, with the indictment for
the murder Of Hilliard, his Republican
predecessor and contestant, hanging over
him; Djvis, (col.) Lieutenant-Go- v
ernor, the vendor ot pardons ot
any crime for money; these are
specimens of the men whom he
tooK to his confidence and made
made his political associates, and to com-
plaints against whom he accorded such
treatment as in the case of the applica
tion to him by the mayor of the little
town of Greenville, in Washington
county, soliciting protection against re
peated acts of incendiarism m winch
Brigadier-Gener- al Gray was implicated
and subsequently indicted for arson.
Lrovernor Ames sending no reply to this
supplication for protection, placed the
letter in the bands of Gray himself, who
flaunted it in triumph in the face of the
citizens. (See deposition of William A.
Ferguson, p. )

Invested with the power of selecting
the entire judiciary of the State, the
character of his appointments may be
learned from the deposition of Judge
John A. C. Watson, of Holly Springs,
who at page testifies as follows :

Question. What class of m,en did Gen-
eral Ames call around him in his admin-
istration?

Answer. He called around him, as a
general thing, the very worst cltas of
what we call "carpet-baggers.- " AJost of
them were newcomers into the State,
Without property, who relied opon poli

Two Dollars a Year.

tics as a trade aud iiu-an- s of livelihood
Q. Had they any knowledge of your

poopie, 01 their habits and wants ?
A. None whatever; they came among

11 as stranger at the close Of the war.
Q. With whom did that class affiliate?
A. A grrat many of them affiliated

mostly with the nejrioes.
Q. What was the feeling and course of

action toward citizens of the Northern
fttaies who came here as men of fair
character ami as good citizens to settle in
your midst ?

A. Upou the part of most of the citi-
zens, especially of the better class, there
was no iudijposition to receive them, and
a great many desired them to come.
And when they came among us, as citi-
zens eugaging in some business, I believe
auy such mau was received kindlv and
treated kindly. A great many of them,
however, came among us, as I remarked
before, and engaged in no business, but
just went among uegr es, the whole aim
and purpose being to gain the confidence
of the negroes and alieuate them from
the whites and their old masters. They
carried this to such an extent that some
of them would visit thencirroes' houses and
cabins, and meet them on terms of social
equality. would not go so far, but
would mix up with them in politics. And
the general aim of that class was to de-
stroy the cot.fidence of the negroes in the
whites and iu their old masters. I have
heard men of this class on tho p. in
addressing crowds of mgroes, say
everything they could to exasperate the
then recently emancipated negroes
against their old masters. I have heard
them lay down this rule, "You must
never follow your masters in politics :

just watch them, and when they take one
tiirecnon 3 0U tako the other, and you will
certainly be right."

J Was this the current course of ad
vice to this class of men?

A. 80 far as it fell under inv observa
tion, the general object was to convince
them that their old masters were unaltera-
bly opposed to them, and that they must
look alone to Northern men for their pro
lection.

Q. Was it from this class that General
Ames drew his associates and advisers ?

A. Yes, sir : lie very soon threw oil
what he regarded as the better class of
llepub'icaus.

lhrew them off?
A. Yes.
Q. Was it thought that that led to the

split of the Alcorn wing against the
Ames ?

A. Yes ; perhaps I might state a fact
or two there. Alcorn camo back and ran
for Governor against Ames.

Q. What year?
A. In 1873. During that canvass

Alcorn on the stump denounced as thieves
and swindlers the main supporters of Gen.
Ames. 1 he speeches made by Governor
Alcorn in that canvass were the most
denunciatory I ever heard against the
leading men of the Ames prty.

kj. ere there other leading members
of the Republican party who took the
same tone ns did Alcorn, in regard to
the Ames administration.

A. In 1873, not agreatmnny. Ames
had the confidence of the negroes and
Alcorn was not sustai jed bv his own party
to any great extent in 1873.

2. llnv was it later, in 1.8 or
A. Alcorns strength continued to gain

after that, ami befo.ro 1875 tho split was
11 very marked one. A great mauy had
Lecome followers of Alcorn and opposed
to Ames.

G. Was the feeling between the two
wings, the Alcorn wing and the
Ames wing, as great or greater than
between the Republicans and Demo-
crats?

'V. The
,r

feeling between these two
wings of the Republicans wa.s ust
bitter as coidd have existod. In my
district tle opposing candjdates for Con-
gress were Wells and Howe, and when
the Wells party had a meeting they do
nounced Howe as a thief and falsifier,
and applied to him every epithet (hey
could invent, and when tho lowe party
came along they would apply the same
epithets to the Wells party.

i. Who is Howe?
A. He had been a member of Cop'-roi- i

from that district.
(I- - Who was hCf
A- - A I'orihern man.

Was he ou the Ames side or the
other.

A. On tho Ames fide j Wells was for
Alcorn. He is our present member of
Congress. The collision between the two
wings of the party had a great dal to do
toward carrying that district against the
Republicans.

Q. It was charged in the public papers
that the character of the olfioera under
Ames' administra.tioii was known to him,
after which knowledge he continued to
keep these men in office and consort with
them politically.

A. Well, sir, can net aay what was
the knowledge cf Ames upon that sub-
ject, hut these delinquencies and this
misconduct were known to the public
generally, and Ames still retained them
iu office and in his confidence, and the
more they were abused and exposed
the closer he seemed to adhere to them.
It seemed to be rather a recommendation
to him.

(J. Mary of tbom were placed under
indictment?

A. Ajjood many.
(J. By the grand juries of their coun-

ties;
A. Yes.
Q. The grand jury, as a rule, was

under the control of the Republiccr.
party.

A. Yes.
O,- - After theae indictments took place

were the confidence and association of
Governor Ames withdrawn from these
people?

A. As a general rule it was not. In
Northeastern Mississippi Governor Ames
appointed a man as chancelloi by the
name of Barton, with no intelligence as a
lawyer and no staudiug at the bar. More-
over, he was charged with a flagrant act
of forgery.

il. Had he been indicted ?

A. He had not; but Governor Ames
was informed by gentlemen of high re- -

Siectability, among others by our present
came from his vicinity,

of the character of this man. Governor
Ames refused to believe it, but had it
been untrue and his moral character
ever so good, he was not fit for the office ;

but Ames was blind to the truth, and
did appoint Barton chancellor. When,
however, his appointment was before the
Senate for confirmation, the judiciary
committee, to which it was referred, sent
out for witnesses and the proof was con-
clusive. I had been knowing to it. The
gentleman upon

1
whom. . the

.
forgery was

cuiuuiiiicu resiaeu in my towc aud was
my intimate personal friend j but Gov-
ernor Ames did not withdraw his name
UntU he was told by his friends that they
could not possibly get him through the
Senate. That was the only thing that
checked him,- -

Qj. Did this man ever exercise the
functions of chancellor?

A. O, yes, sir ; he held several courts.
In all these Republican strongholds in

which turbulence and misgovernmeut

W.... .L. L .1 -

;.. k. Hi .1 .t O.rf
wZurn S; Wa3? J,'npr

tol
as nXi " r of a regeacra- -

terances ot the chairroan nrwt ,.e ,u
clerk aelMt, 1... u: , 1ny niru 10 acconioanv thf '

crromittee, ....j . . , ,. . j. ...
-

u 1 11 1 iiiaKH 111 r 11 1) i.ii.ib..
of affairs in Mi ssissippi, and the remedy
to bo applied, because it indicated fullyto the undersigned that frr in the first itwould be naturally impossible for them,
with their ideas of constitutional duty, to
subscribe to the deductions of those who,
however intelligent or conscentious, start-
ed out upon the projHised investig ition
upon such a platform of ideas.

While writing this report, the under rMgned have read with surprise and re-
gret the message of the President of the
United States, dated July 31, 187(5, trans
milling 10 Congress certain correspond-
ence relating to the murder lately com-
mitted at Hamburg, in South Carolina.

in this message he has seen fit to use
tne following language:

lut recently a committee of the Sen-
ate of the United States visited the State
of Mississippi to take testimony on the
subject of frauds and violence in elections. it
Their reports has not yet been made pub-
lic,

be
but I await its forthcoming with a

feeling of confidence that it will fully
.sustain all that I have stated relating to
fraud and violence iu the State ot Mis-
sissippi.

U. S. Grant."
In his letter of the 26th of July to

Goven.or Chamberlain he had stated :
" Mississippi is governed to day by

officials chosen through fraud and vio-
lence, such as would scarcely be accredit-
ed to savages, much less to a civilized and
Christian people."

This last statement, come it from whom
it may, we pronounce in the face of the In
testimony taken by this committee, and
not yet printed, to ba untrue and unwar-
ranted

as
by the facts disclosed. so

Tlie tone of animosity to the white
people of the South which breathes
throughout the President's message am!
letter is unmistakable. In his message
of July 31, six days subsequent to this of
letter, the President says: ' The report
on Mississippi has not yet beer, made for

puMic." Why should he anticipate ?

We hold it, and believe it will be
so Leld by right thinking men every-
where,

of
discreditable for the Chief-Magistrat- e It

thus to have exhibited such evidence
of prejudice against any portion of his
fellow-citizen- s.

It adds, however, but another proof to
the many given heretofore that the heart
and mind of President Grant are closed
to all sense of justice where his political
opponents, especially in the Southern
States, are concerned.

Other attempts to forestall public opin-
ion in relation to the affairs in Missis-
sippi have been made, calculated to gross-
ly mislead. Two attemps to fasten oblo-

quy upon one of the undersigned, Mr.
Jjayqrd,) and at the same time to con-

vey unjust impressions against the people
of Mississippi, may be noted.

Special dispatch to the Baltimore Sun.

H'AfruiKgros, July 20.

"TUK HKCUni.ICAN KKFORY IN MISSISSIPPI.

" Another case illustrative of the gen-
eral conclusions arrived at by the ma
jority fif the committee is that of a native
ot rinladeipiua. tie settieu near v icks-bur- g

and was with his family. He had of
been appointed a justice of the peace by
the governor of the State, and his wife
opened a school for the instruction of the
poor. lie was subsequently a candidate
for office. On one nigbt f)fty armed men He
dashed upon his premises ad tjiot him
down without a word of warning and in j

the presence of his wife and family.
When the story of the wife was told by its
her own bps to the committee, Senator
Bayard, one of Jhe committee, cjacula
ted, 'I don't believe UJ

" After the murder, according the
report, the assassins hovered about the its
houstt and would not permit the wife to tho
enact even the pitC3 of sepulture. They
dragged the bleeding aorp.se from the to

arms of the distracted woman, pitched be
it into a ijig-wallo- and left. Senator
Bayard, affected by the narration, re-

peated, ' I won't believe it under oath.'
The report says that these 'banditti,'
for it states they compare with Italians of
the same class, live upon the people.
They are dissolute and iudolent, generally
the sons of planters impoverished by the
war, or the remnant of thai fjass of ad-

venturers who fastened upon the institu-
tion of slavery as the camp-followe- r lives of

upon ai rpiv."
Mr. Bayard never eyen saw the wit

ness referred to, who was exutuii;cj jn a
ids absence, and he never made auy state-ujeu- t

en "imjlar in language or char-

acter to that fgUeijr attributed to him.
Yet this vicious falsehood las ajreaijy
had wide circulation.

Iu the New York Times of the 27th of
July we find the following letter and pre-

ceding comments :

" Senator outwell has also received a of
letter from a colored uifness who testi
fied in Mississippi, from which it 'U be

seen how the democracy of that State
propose to treat those who obeyed the
summons of thfi Senate Committee :

"Dear Sir: I having been amnion
before your iuvestigatiyug to give a
sworne testimony in regard to the late
election, which I did, and I told noth-

ing

or
but the truth. Yesterday I was met to

by an aviae.d mob in the streets of
and compelled me t$ gay that I swore a

., he. And toid e J had
r;ti,i- - to eav that I swore to a
lie or Je&ve the city or Ue. The exeite--I

mont crew so inteus,a that wai com- -

pell totake back what I said before the
committee, i as also ruei oy auvmw
mob at the same day that I
was before the committee aud com-

pelled to do the same before I got home.
I w'd not be supprised if I were not mob
before ym receive this letter. If you
,.t tt.u letter Senator Bayard
can hear it he will write dowa fcere and

let these democrats know it, and i win
be murdered as soon as i appear on me
streets, i nereiore it wm w
rue fore you to fce,p tJji to yourseu uu
other republicans."

"Of course every one who jfuows
ator Bayard will smile at this suspicion,
but it shows the state ot terrorism iuu
maiutained by the banditti of Miasissip- -

f,!'. t . I I. tnlonf
ff ojc X?Ual reason ana wuu wuat wki"

this letter was so published may be in-

ferred from the ieUer Jtself and the edi-

torial use of it.
It will be observed that the coramittse

were instructed by the resolution to in-

quire into alleged violations of the fif-

teenth amendment to the Constitution,
and tlie of new and appropriate
legialatiou for its enforcement : and it

that the scone Ql tw in
vestigation was intended to have been
confined to that object. But in the in-

vestigation conducted by the majority,
nearly every right and power of the
State of Mississippi, heretofore supposed
to be afflong the reserved powers bo--

I he power of a State to exclude citizens
of the United States trom votiuir on ac- -

; c.juat of race, etc., as it was on account
J of age, property, or education. Now it
j is not. If cki.eiis of one race having
ivrtain qualifications, are permitted by
law to vote, those of another, having the

une qualifications must be. Previous
to this amendment there was no consti-
tutional guarantee against this discrimi- -

nat on. Now, there is. It follows that
til.. . . . .... fr 1 .i .1 I in i.. 1 yillivana 1 1.lit; ".III. II I III. u L fll.vku CillvU ' ' "

the Lotted States with a new constitu
tiotial right, which is within the protect
ios iower of Congress.

tnat riL'tit is exemption trom
elimination in the exercise of the elective
franchise on account of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude. This
under the express provisionsof the second
section of the amendment, Congress may
enforce by 'appropriate legislation.'

"The power of Congress to legislate at
ail upon the subject of voting at State
elections rests upon tins amendment
The effect of article 1, section 4, of the
Constitution, in respect to elections for
Senators and is now
under consideration. It has not been
contended, nor can it be, that the amend-
ment confers authority to impose penal-
ties for every wrongful refusal to receive
the vote of a qualified elector at State
elections. It is only when the wrongful
refusal at such an election is because of
race, color or previous condition of serv-
itude that Congress can interfere aud
provide for its punishment.

The couits enforce the legislative will
when ascertained, if within the constitu-
tional grant of power. ithin its legit-
imate sphere Congress is supreme and
beyond the control of the courts, but if it
steps ouUiJe of its constitutional limita-
tions and attempts that which is beyond
its reach, the courts are authorized to,
and when called upon in due course of
legal proceedings, must annul its en-

croachment upon the reserved pjwer of
the States and the people.

fi jc jjc jjc ijc 4

We must, therefore, decide that Con
gress has not, as yet, provided by appro-
priate legislation for the punishment of
the offense charged in the indictment,
ind tharhe circuit court properly sus-
tained the demurrers and gave judgment
for the defendants."

In subordination to the principles thus
laid down by the authority of the tiibu
nal of last resort in our country, the

would have been disposed to
confine . their investigation to subjects
plainly within the jurisdiction of Con-
gress, without infringing upon auy of the
reserved rights of the State of Mississippi,
believing it to be the cardinal feature of
our institutions that the equality of the
States in the Uuion must ever be re-- ,

spected, and that any practice which
invades so necessary a principle must
place iu jeopardy not only the rights of a
single State, but in their turn, the rights
of all the remaining States ; and that a
power which is conceded to be applicable
to the overthrow of the autonomy of any
one State is liable to be used for the de-

struction of any other State, and that
there is no safety for any unless the right
of each are guarded.

The condition of the State of Missis-
sippi is to be considered at three periods
of time.

First. Iu the spring of 1875, before
the comineucernent of the political can-
vass, in which the alleged outrages upon
the rights of citizens under the fifteenth
amendment are said to have occurred.

Second. Its condition duriug the elec-
tion itself, on the 2d of November, 1875 ;

and,
Third. Its condition as discovered by

the committee at the time of their visit
in June, 1870.

For a proper understanding of the
entire case we propose to recite, by the
light of the testimony aud supported by
its facts, what we believe to have been
the true condition of Mississippi in the
spring of 1875. At the time of prepar-
ing this report, however, but a small part
of the testimony has been priuted ; and,
although we trust to be enabled to insert
the proper references before it is sub-
mitted, yet the absence of the printed
testimony interferes materially with one
of our objects, i. e., to makajio assertions
but to let the witnesses speak for them-
selves, and to substantiate every fact by
reference to its basis.

It has been said by high authority that
it was difficult to draw an indictment
against a whole people. LquUy diffi-
cult is it to establish any rules of evi-
dence that would sustain so vague an in-

dictment. And in the present inquisi-
tion it would become plain to all who
shall read the depositions aud observe
the mode of interrogation employed that
every rule which the experience of man-
kind ha established a essential forthe
regulation of evidence and the asc&rtaiii?
raent of truth has been disregarded in
the course of this investigation. So that
the great bulk of the testimony which
has been taken is such as would not be
received iu any court of justice 'in 'this
country 10 couviou iije ujcmicsi iowu
the pettiest offense.

Every rule of evidence followed by
courts in the administration of justice has
been entirely disregarded. Every rule
which experience has shown is essential
for the elucidation of truth has been
thrown aside, and opinion, hearsay, wild
rumor, anything and all things which ex-

citement, prejudice.' hate: love, cr fear
can suggest, have bien poured in without
discriuiiqatipn pr check.

No iudyidual, no community, can bp
sate against such an order of things,

The usual tests of discrimination be-

tween truth and falsehooji having been
abandoned, the result cannot be satisfac-
tory to any just mind.

The argument that the charge Is vagtl?
aud against a yboe community only
makes the effect Worse. 1 1

When a false principle is adopted, the
wider its application the more dangerous
it oenome?.

This is observably iq the examination
from the first witness to the last- -

' Adel-bar- t

Ames, the of Mississip-
pi, who was called and examined on tho
27th of April, and at page 29, on the
third day of his examination, in which
he had made the most wholesale and
Sleeping assertions of facts of violence
and intimidation, was aiket;

Q. You have referred to various acts
of violence and intimidation ; have you
personal knowledge of any of those acts?

A. I never saw an act of violence per-
formed.

Q, Did you ever see an act q$ intimida-
tion performed?

A. No ; I never saw an act of violence
performed.

Q. Then what you have said is de-

rived from the information of other peo--

le2 vies, sir.
And on page 32
Q. I ask you, do yon know the fact

whether there was any resistance to pro-
cess, when issued, in that State?

A. That statement I have made; I
would say that I do not know of any facts
or inai xina.

And again
Do you know of a case where process

villi U. tiaX Kl till
lhe8 '' emst widespread, n- -

and i.,di- -

vd ial dealings and extracts, l.ul p,
j

..i . 1... .su,c L'o:iir"' e s ate an:l csouiity i

.v..viiMl nun even . ittiuuy auairahave been made the subjects of
-

inquisi
lion. j

The limitations up n the powers of;
j

Congress in Us relation to the intern il '

affairs of ths States have been lately the I

auhjfct of careful d and adju
tiication by tlis Supreme Court of the
United States iu cases involving the va
lidity of legislation by Congress in pari
materia with that now projosed by the

sdution.
In the recent case of the United

States vs. Cruikshank Mr. Chief Justicj
Waite delivered the opinion of the
court and said :

"We have in our political system a
Government of the United States and a
government of each of the several States.
Each one of these governments is dis-
tinct from the other, and each has citi
zens ot its ownr who owe it allegiance.
and whose rights within its jurisdiction

must protect -- The same jersoii may
at the same time a citizen of the

United Stitesand a citizen of a State,
but his rights of citizenship under one of
these governments will be different from
those under any other. (Slaughter house
cases, 16 Wallace, 74.)

"Citizens are the members of the po
litical community to which they belong.
They are the people who compose the
community, and who, iu their associated
capacity, have established or submitted
themselves to the dominion of a govern
meut for the promotion of their general
welfare and the protection of their indi-
vidual as well as their collective lights.

the formation of a government the
people may confer upon it such powers

they choose. The government when
formed may, and when called upon

should, exercise all the powers it has for
the protection of the rights of its citizens
and the people within its jurisdiction,
but it can exercise no other. The duty

a government to afford protection is
limited always by the power it possesses

that purpose.
"Tlie government thus estaljlishcd and

defined is to some extent a government
the States in their political capacity.
is also for certain purposes a govern-

ment of the people. Its powers are
limited iu number but not in degree.
Within the scope of its powers as enu-
merated and denned it is supreme and
above the States; but beyond, it has no
existence. It was erected for special
purposes and endowed with all" the pow-

ers necessary for its own preservation
and the occomplishment of the ends its
people had in view. It can neither grant
nor secure to-it- s citizens any right or
privilege not expressly or by implication
placed under its jurisdiction.

"The people of the United States res-

ident within any State are subject to two
governments, oue State and the other na-

tional ; but there need be no conflict be
tween the two. The powers which one
possesses the other doe3 not. They are
established for different purposes aud
have separate jurisdictions. Together
they make one whqle aiifl furnish the
people of the United States with a com-

plete government, ample for the protec
tion of all their rights at home and
abroad. It is the natural consequence

a citizenship which owes allegiance to
two sovereignties and claims protection
from both. - The citizen cannot complain
because he has. voluntarily submitted
himself tosucUa form , of government.:

owes allegiance to the two depart-
ments, so to speak, and within their re-

spective spheres must pay tO penalties
whidi each enacta for disobedience to

laws. In return, he can demand
protection from each within its own ju
risdiction.

"The Government of the United
States i3 one of delegated powers alone ;

authority is defined and liiutted by
Constitution. AU powers not grant-

ed to it by that instrument are reserved
the Statesor the people. No rights can
acquired under the Constitution or

las of the United States except such as
the .Government of the United States
has the authority jto grant or secure. All

tht cannot be so granted or secured are
left under the protection of the States."

Then again i

"The third and eleventh counts are
even more objectionable. They charge
the intent to have been to deprive the
citizens named, they being in Louisiana,

their respective several lives aud lib-

erty of person without due process of
law.' This is nothing than alleging

conspiracy to falsely imprison or mur-

der eitiiecs of the United States being
within the territorial Jurisdiction of the
State of Louisiana. The rights of life
and personat liberiy are natural rights of
Wan. ."To secure these risrhts," savs the
Declaration of Independence, ';goycrn- -

1

mAntaire instituted anions men,, nen
ving their just powers from the consent

the governed." The very highest
duly of the States when they entered
into the Union under the Constitution
was 0 protect all persons within their
boundaries In the enjoyment of these
"unalienable rights"7 with vhich they
were endowed by their Creator." S ty

for this purpose rests alone
with the States. It is no more tlie duty

within the power of the jjnited States
punish for a conspiracy to falsely ira-priso- u

or murder within a State than it
would be to punish for false imprison-
ment or murder itself.

'.'The fourteenth amendment pro-

hibits a State from depriving any person
of life, liberty, or pr )6rU, without due

process ot iaw, dui mm uv.umg w
the rights of one citizen as against an-

other." It gimply furnishes an. additional
guarantee against any eucrQaehraent by
the States lipo'n the fundamental rights
which belong to every citizen as a mem-

ber of society."
These propositions were unanimously

laid down by the court, in considering al-

leged violations Ot the fourteenth amend-

ment of the Constitution, but are equally
applicable to the ijisoussiwo r,f the rela-

tive powers and duties of the Federal
and State sovernmenta under any. and
all provisions of the Constitution.

In the case of The United States vs.
Reese, decided at the same time. the
court says ;

"Rignts and Immunities created by or
dependent upon the Constitution of the
United States can be protected by Con-grt-s- s.

The form and the manner of the
protection may be such t as Congress, in
tk legitimate exercise of its legislative
discretion,' sfeall provide. These may be

varied to meet the necessities of the par-

ticular right to be protected.
The fifteenth amendment does not con-f- er

the right of suffrage upon anyone-It- .

prevents the States, or the United
fefo;.. bnwever. from ffiving preference
in this particular to one citizen of the
TTniiA.1 States ovsf another on account
of; race, color or previous condition of
servitude. .Before it aaopuoo uus
could be done. It was as much withm

A. I do aot.
In fact, it the testimony touching

the suj-cf- e within the scope of the
resolution .f the Senate cculd be re-
duced to su-ii-

, as is receivable under the
rules of evidence, a recognized by
courts of justice and by this Senate
while sittiig as a court, the testimony
taken in Mississippi by this committee
wouii ue counu?a to a dozen pages
ot man user pt. lha rest is rumor, hear- -

and pinion. Not only so, but
nearly all the witnesses examined for
wnat may be termed the prosecution
of the white people of the State of Mis-
sissippi weie defeated candidates in the
election of 1875 or other interested sup-
porters or persons who ha 1 lost office aud
failed of e appointment. Most of the
witnesses, when pinned down by cross-exaniinatit- n

to give names of persons
concerned and date, were directly and
flatly cou ra licCed as to those facts, and
many of tie occurrences either shown to
have been not only untrue, but impossi-
ble, or els accompanied by facts which
subjected them to a totally different con-
struction.

A largo body of these witnesses were
negroes eho most ignorant aud uncivil,
izad desertion, "who did not hesitate to
state anything, and whose declarations
were frequently of the wildest and most
absurd character. Thus at the page
in the depisition of , Dr. Holland,
of Madisor Count)--, is represented as
giving utterance to profanity in the fol
lowing style :

Wherea? by the deposition of Judge
Cambell, f the supreme court, page

Q. Did you know Dr. Holland, of the
ouutv?

A. Id; he is the man whose name
was connected with that arrest.

Q. What manner of man is he?
A. A ery highly respectable man ;

one of the most amiable, niibl-mannere-

go d natired men I ever knew.
Q. Waat is his age?
A. I sippose him to be about forty

years of uge.
O,. i--- you know whether Ur. Holland

is a man who is profane iu his speech?
A. Hi is one of the most pious, devot

ed, Chrhtian men I ever knew ; remarka
ble araoig men 111 that respect.

Q. juld you believe it possible that
Dr. Holland would interlard his conver-
sation with profanity?

A. Itis utterly inconsistent with his
characte-- , aud I should regard it as im
possible anless I could hear if, or it was
attested ty witnesses whose veracity I
could no: question at all.

nd Major Powell, page ,and captain
Key, at page ,Dr. Holland is testifi-

ed to be gentleman of singular purity
and piety, a strict and conscientious pro
fessor of religion, and a pillar or tne
Baptist church in his community. See
also the case of , page , in
Aberdeen, in which Mr. E. O. Sykes
and his brother, Mr. T. B. Sykes, the
mayor of Aberdeen, both of them pro
fessors of religion and gentlemen ot the
most admitted purity of language and
conduct, are described as monsters of
profanity.

The case ot , page , tesiiy- -

ing of Mr. Preasley, the judge of election
at Calhoun precinct, in Madison County,
rudely taking tickets from colored men
tearing them up and throwing them on
the ground in sight of the wituess, is de--

nled by Judg i Cunningham, the republi
can J udge ot election present on the occa
sion, by Peasley sown statement and that
of several bystanders. (See page .)
Witnesses thus set free to state anything
and everythingjthat malice could suggest,
partisan animosity encourage, aud igno-
rance assist. rendederJ it difficult to con
fute, by reason of the vagueness ami un-

certainty of their statements. The value
of the testimony of Ann Hodge, colored,
can be readily estimated, page 421:

By Mr. Bayard:
C. Did you ever take an oathf
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know, the meaning of tak-

ing an oath?
A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know the consequences of

swearing falsely.
A. No, sir,
Iu short, the proverbial difficulty of

proving a negative was imposed upon the
white people of Mississippi, who, by the
ruling of the majority, were not suffered
to be present even by their representatives
while the testimony was being taken.

The reconstruction policy cf Congress,
had fully and perfectly forced the insti-
tutions of the State of Mississipp into the
most entire subjection and conformity
with its provisions. What Mississippi
was at the time of the last election of
Governor Ames in 1S73, she was " the
work of reconstruction by Congress."
The will of her people, their tastes, their
virtues, and their tauhs, had been melt-
ed and run into a mold fashioned by the
will of Congress alone. If her institutions
were defective, if they were not conductive
to the ends of good government, if they
Were arranged with an unwise disregard
of the CQuditiou'and Wan'ts of her people,
that people are yo more responsible than
the population of X?ranoe, for they had
no voice. Such a3 she was in 1873 the
Congress of the United State had made
her. The State constituton was molded
in tccordiance with the will of Con-
gress. The Legislation under it had been
enacted by men placed in power by the
j:.edwral f.jovernnient. i.e ruling prin-
ciple' of that Legislation seems to have
beer, to Jead as much power as possjble
4irety into the bands qf the executive,
iq which the reins were placed, The
Institutions of suffrage was of course the
proposed basis, and to control this the
machinery of elections was placed abso
lutely in the hands of the governor, who

I t llA rlZ 'power to appoint those ofti - 1

cers who in their turn had tha nover of
appointment of the registrars of every
county, who in their turn appoiuted the
election officers thoughout the State in
their respective counties, and supervised
the elections and returns, thus gathering
tne hole control ot elections m a single
executive hand,

Ihis was the state of thing when Gov
ernor Ames took his seat on the 1st day
of January, 1874, elected in the month
01 November previous, lhere was not
an official of the State who was not a
member of the republican party. There
Wa not a county cmcial to be appointed
by the governor who was not in close affini
ty with him. In all therefublican counties
ana au were republican in winch negroes
were in a majority, every official was a
member of the same party. Thus we
see that the entire aontvol 6f the ftate
was m the hands of Governor Ame3 and
his party associates. At page 30 of h
deposition the fact is stated by him as fol-
lows:

Q- - Yoa have stated the violence and
intimidation to have existed in the repub-
lican counties of the State?

A. Yes. sir.
Q. You have not refferred to violence

in any but republican counties?
" A, Ng, sit. -

Q. Such is the, fact is it not?
A. "ies, sir. ' '

, Q. Were not then all these justices of
the peace, chancellors, the judiciary,

vsl.ich be wa iii,mI.!. i. 1 eu i.
deposition of and ilpo.-itlo-U if

.)
The justices of the peace, generally

unable to write and frequently una!.!., to
read the contents of the process
person or property which they ui d iu
the name of the law, delivered it to c

equally untitled to 11 ndi -- in 1

the nature ot the pivcepi or t iitie-- t
their action under it. (N-- dcp.-s.'tio- of

: -

Negro chancery cieiks and clerks of
the circuit O'lirt and courts of nc, id
were utterly unable personally to peifonn
their duties, and iu(i i;N d t vi vthin- - t 1

some white deputv, deposition i t

)
The consequence of this local m -c

eminent is an increase of taxation
amounting to co: and is
expressed in the Ian jtia. v of a p. : iii. 11 to
the Legiidatuiv by the taxpaveis th,
State, in January, 175, tn-u- i which wo
make the following extract :

"But probably the niot lligrant evil
of which the taxpayei complain and tho
greatest ontragis d on their
rights atiM- - from the action ot the hoard
of suporv i.--ei s.

"This court is nully the in--- impor
tant of any in the State, and should ba
Composed of the veiy be.-- t lot u in tho
several counties. As a c in ral rule, wo
are sorry to say, the members of this
board are wholly unfit to di-- i diargo their
duties, and are without respeetiability or
accountability. This, however, is not.
the fault of the Legislature ot the Stair.
except in so far as it encourages Midi
men t seek for that d ho
courty levies, in a large inajoiiiy of tho
counties, arc extravagant and oppros-iy- o

bevon 1 all endurance. The contracts
for public woik nre made without econo
my or care, and with a reckless indiiler- -

ence to tne intens! e the public. Tln sa
boards, in some s, employ their
own members to do the wmk not author-
ized by lnv, int rely for tlie juirpo.-- e of
making them extrav.-.an- t allowances.
Iu many instances theso lm uihcrs iu.
wholly ignorant, and are completely un
der (lie control of the eli'iksnnd sln rilh
of these counties, to whom they makecy.
travngant allowances. This is a creat
evil, and we suggest that remedy whidi
alone seems adequate. Legislation should

e immediately enacted fixing the maxi
mum rate tit taxation at .'iU per cent.
ill the State, beyond which they nIhiII not
go in any instance.

" 1 hese boards sho-il- also be prohibit el
from making any contracts, or allow am i s,
or appropriations, except when there is
money in t lie trcasory to pay them. And
every such order or warrant so made ami
ordered, when tl ere is no money in tint
treasury sufficient to pav it, sln.uM bo
declared utterly null an. I void, ami nil
persons concurring in making or
them be declared euiltv of 11 misdemean
or in of'.'.cc, and punishable br such n

provided by law.
1 o this urgent and respectful appeal

110 nspoti.--o wliub vi r was made. Seo
deposition of E. Itarksdale, p. 1"3.)

1 be ruinous clleets ol such a system of
iniHgovernnient upon the real estate and
property which are subject to it ia to l

found 111 the testimony ol Slu'. kb 1 rd, a
Republican , at p.

So that not uoiy is all immigration
prevented, but the possibility of ob-

taining loans of money upon real estato
for the purpose uf improvement is de-

stroyed.
The fystein of public schools norms b)

have been liberally maintained childly
for the advancement of the blacks, but
necessarily at the pecuniary cost of tho
whites, whoje pt'opei ty nriinly contribu-
ted from its burdens to sustain them.
This, however, would not have been 11

subject of complaint it' thelo bad been
anything like equality 01 opportunities
lor tho establishment ol wluio schools,
which were jiece.-.--ai ily at the co.-- t of tho
white peopb'.

An instance of tl." inequality
and injustice of the action o thee oegro
boards of supervisors and the
and overbearing conduit ol the mem-

bers is to be found in the case in
county. (See deposition of William

A. Farrish, ut p. )

And the deposition of .

The choice of registrar, and judges of
election was such as made fair elections
hopeless, as will bv illu-trat'- d by tho
case of Wwrreu county, which we ; 1 1

hereafter in lids report.
The Legislature d' tho State, und r

Governor Ami-V- contained 11 largo ma-

jority of iicnic , nnd w as con (.-- . -- edl y :i
venal body of men, in which the h feat
of any measure of reform or the pa--ng- o

of any measure of iniquity could bo
cheaply procured by the 11- -e of money
among the inetiiber j. Sec dq-ositio- of

.)
Aft to the ti'lf.ti.iii of Governor Ame-- i

to the white people of tin-Sut- ..f Mis

siippi, it is best described by his own
language ut pag-- s lb and 17 of the testi-

mony, in which he says:
('ic-tio- n. Win 11 did y-- n lii.--t go I t

Mississippi'.'
Answer. I went thv- - in 1 "''I.

. In the Army, 1 believe'.'
A. Yes, sir.

.. When w I (, y,,,, ( ecf. d Senator?
A. In
(. Had you any int'-ntioi- to settle

in Mississippi prior to your election
A. I will say not long previous to

that; and permit til" to s iy that I found
when I was military Governor thero
that there was a black cod.' existing, and
that tlie negroes bad no rights whatever;
that thev were not permitted to xerci-- o

any of the rights of eitiz'-iiship- . I 1m l
given them the protection they were en
titled to under tie" l i jveriimeiit ot tho
United Mates, and I le bevel that 1

could render them great service. I f it
that I had a mis-io- n to jierform in their
interest, and I hesitatingly consi nte.l to
represent them and unite my foituno
with tluirs.

It will seem, therefore, by his own vo-

luntary statement that the whit"
of Mississippi were not those whom ho
proposed to represent or with whom ho
desired to "unite bis fortunes."

The next question and tie- - reply r.f
Governor Ames may perhaps 1.- - explan-
atory of bis supposed "mi ion.'.

. You speak now in reference to tho
colored peopl'3 of the State ?

A. Yes, sir; in reference to the cob-ore-

people of that State; they wi re, iu
the majority.

On page "l! he says :

"The question "of how I ran get
money to live is the 010 question with
me."

Perhaps this was always tho c,ii
with Governor Anus while ho remained
in Mississippi.

The natural consequences of a gov-
ernment so organized had Income appa-
rent prior to the adjournment of tho
Ames Legislature, w hich nu t in Janu-
ary, 1875, and adjourned about the t u 1

of March following. Incompetence, t

(CO.XTlM.ED ON lOVMlU l'AJfc J
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